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WHY HUNGARY WITH CLASSICAL MOVEMENTS 
  
Despite its relatively small size, Hungary is home to numerous World Heritage Sites , UNESCO 

Biosphere reserves , the second largest thermal lake in the world (Lake Hévíz ), the largest lake in 

Central Europe (Lake Balaton ), and the largest natural grassland in Europe (Hortobágy ).  Top this off 

with Hungary's great accessibility in the middle of Europe, a vivid culture and economy and you get a 

destination absolutely not worth missing. 

 

Highlights:  Hungary offers historical sites, museums, shopping, palaces, churches, architecture, spas, 

Roman baths, beautiful and varied scenery, river cruises on the Danube, and wonderful, hearty food.  
 

History:  

Hungary traces its history back to the Magyars, an alliance of semi-nomadic tribes from southern 

Russia and the Black Sea coast that arrived in the region in the ninth century. After centuries as a 

powerful medieval kingdom, Hungary was part of the Ottoman  and then Habsburg  empires from the 

16th century onwards, emerging as an independent country again after World War I. It has especially 

rich traditions in folk and classical music and was the birthplace of numerous outstanding performers 

and composers, including Franz Liszt, Bela Bartok  and Zoltan Kod aly. 

 

Hungary played an important part in accelerating the collapse of communism across Eastern Europe 

when it opened its border with Austria in 1989, allowing thousands of East Germans to escape to the 

West. Just a few months later the Berlin Wall was history. 
 

Shopping:  Shop for cold-smoked sausages, spices such as paprika and Hungarian saffron, cheese aged 

in Gundel wine, wine such as Tokaji, Villány red wine, Pálinka brandy, and Unicum liqueur. 

 

Food: Hungarian food is more than just goulash, although, as this thick paprika-laden stew is the 

national dish, it is quite easy to find. A typical meal will involve soup, often like a consommé (erŏleves), 

meat with potatoes (burgonya ) and a side salad, and a dessert like pancakes (palacsinta ). Less well 

known in the rest of the world are paprikás csirke , (chicken in paprika sauce), and halászlé, paprika 

fish soup often made from carp. Roast goose is also quite popular, as are stuffed vegetables , 

Hungarian pancakes  (both savory and sweet), sausages, and lángos, a deep-fried dough with a 

variety of toppings (mostly sour cream, cheese and/or garlic). Visit a Cukrászda  (a coffee and cake 

shop) if you are craving sweets, and try the traditional Krémes  (pastries with vanila cream), 

Eszterházy torte  (a layer cake with cream filling and lots of nuts) or Somlói Galuska  (Hungarian 

chocolate trifle). 

 

Drink:  Hungary has several famous wine regions, most known of which 

are Villány , Eger, Badacsony, Tokaj , and Szekszárd. In Hungarian, pálinka  denotes strong brandy-

like liquor distilled from fruit.  Unicum  is a strong digestif made from a secret mix of over 40 herbs. It 

comes in striking black bottles emblazoned with a red and white cross, and has a very strong and 

unusual taste.  

 

Budapest :  is the capital city of Hungary. With a unique, youthful atmosphere, world-class classical 

music scene as well as a pulsating nightlife increasingly appreciated among European youth, and last but 

not least, an exceptionally rich offer of natural thermal baths , Budapest is one of Europe's most 

http://wikitravel.org/en/Hortob%C3%A1gy


 

delightful and enjoyable cities. Due to its scenic setting, and its architecture it is nicknamed "Paris of the 

East". In 1987 Budapest was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List for the cultural and 

architectural significance of the Banks of the Danube , the Buda Castle Quarter  and Andrássy 

Avenue . 

 

Other Cities:    

Eger is a historic town in northern Hungary and is the capital of Heves County, situated between 

the Mátra  and Bükk  mountains. Eger is mainly known for its castle, thermal baths, historic buildings 

(including the northernmost Turkish minaret) and, above all else, the best Hungarian red wines. 

 

Kecskemét  is a town in central Hungary and the county seat of Bács-Kiskun county, half way 

between Budapest and Szeged, almost equal distance from the two big rivers of the country, Danube 

and Tisza. The city is well known for its secessionist architecture, museums, and for being the birthplace 

of composer Zoltan Kodály. 

 

Szeged is the third biggest city in Hungary, lies on Hungary's south-eastern border, just south of the 

mouth of the Maros River on both banks of the river Tisza. Szeged is known as the "City of Sunshine", 

because it has the highest number of sunny days throughout the year. This is also the location of the 

Szeged Open-Air -Festival  which takes place each summer.  

 

 

Neighboring Countries:   Austria, Slovakia, Ukraine, Romania, Serbia, Croatia, and Slovenia 

 

PERFORMANCES AND CULTURAL IMMERSION  

 

Venues include the famous Budapest Opera House , the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music State 

University, St. Matthias Church, St. Stephenõs Basilica, and Eger Cathedral.  

 

Symphony orchestras include the Hungarian National Philharmonic,  Budapest Symphony 

Orchestra, Budapest Gypsy Symphony Orchestra, and the University of Szeged Symphony 

Orchestra.  

 

 

Many festivals are held in Hungary every year. Some include the Budapest Summer Festival , the 

Haydn at Esterhazy Festival , Bela Bartok International Choir Competition and Folklore 

Festival  , and the Cantemus International Ch oir Festival .   

 

Also available are: cultural and musical exchanges  with local ensembles , workshops and 

master classes with expert clinicians  and outreach concerts  to local schools  and non-profit 

organizations.  

 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE  

 

Classical Movements has been putting together tours to Hungary since 1995.  

 



 

TESTIMONIALS 
 

Drostan Hall, Music Director [Camerata Chicago]  

òClassical movements handling of the Camerata Chicago European tour was exemplary from inception to 
completion.   Logistics for a tour on this level requires experience, skill and patience.   Classical Movements 

excelled at every level and on all fronts.ó 
 

Amy Wagliardo, Director of Operations [Dalla s Symphony Orchestra]   
òI wanted to send a note of thanks to you for all your work and guidance on the DSOõs recent triumphant 
return to Europe. There were so many details, many of them a moving target, that you were able to 

effortlessly handle on our behalf. For this we are very grateful and thankful. Beyond the obvious, you got us 
through missing train cars, an averted train and plane strike, the maestroõs changing needs, and an unplanned 

layover in Miami. And, not to be overlooked, we had seamless airplane travel and hotel check-ins. Given we 
were hitting these hotels, especially, sometimes before check-in time, with a large group, on sold out days, 

with a few people changing their preferences as we went, it was really quite revelatory to watch. Always a 
pleasure, and very much noted. Thank you, thank you, thank you. We very much appreciate your expertise 

and your effortsó 
 

Cynthia Pickett Steele, Orchestra Manager [National Symphony Orchestra]  
òWe greatly value our relationship with Classical Movements, and the high quality of work that you provide 

for the National Symphony Orchestra. We know that you have worked intensively on this tour and it is 
certainly going to be an asset to have [you] execute the international tour.ó 

 
Joan Gregoryk, Music Director [Childrenõs Chorus of Washington]  

"éOnce again, the trip exceeded our expectations. All of the travel details were handled perfectly. The concert venues 
were stellar with huge audiences. Thank you for another extraordinary and memorable tour!" 

 
PRESS 

A Limited Selection  
òClassical Movements founder Neeta Helms delivers musicians and singers all over the world with the 
precision of a Steinway piano tuner.ó 

The Washington Post , Tom Heath , September 15, 2013  
 

 òClassical Movements is the go-to company for ensembles planning concert tours.ó 
Baltimore Sun, Tim Smith, June 29, 2012  

 
òClassical Movements, Inc. is a concert touring company dedicated to arranging tours for choirs and ensembles all 

over the world. Helms calls the group a one-stop shop; booking hotels and meals for the touring ensembles and 
connecting them with performance venues. In addition, the group also produces four international music festivals 

every year (in Argentina and Brazil, Austria, South Africa, and Washington DC).ó 
Bethesda Gaze tte , Cara Hedgepeth, June 25, 2012  

 
òSinging together is one of the great and unifying pleasures we humans enjoy, and in so many ways, Saturdayõs 

program at the Church of the Epiphany downtown, part of the Serenade! Washington, D.C. Choral Festival, was a 
celebration of these pleasures...but the afternoonõs emotional high and strongest affirmation of singingõs power came 

when the men and women of the Imilonji KaNtu Choral Society from South Africa (not even listed on the program) 



 

and members of the Voices of Namibia Choir came up front to jam with the Boston kids. And what a jam it was. Led 
by Imilonji KaNtu conductor Gobingca George Mxadana, drum in hand, the whole bunch sang, danced, clapped and 

whooped it up in a joyful noise that brought the audience to its feet cheeringó 
The Washington Po st, Joan Reinthaler, June 5, 2012 

 
òClassical Movements is based in Alexandria but works mainly overseas, arranging tours by American orchestras and 

choruses and running music festivals in [all over the world]. ôChoral music is becoming so international,õ Helms says. 
ôThere was a time when it was all Handel, Bach, Mozart and such. But now there are so many fantastic composers. 

And in the course of their tours, so many American groups have started learning Maori, Chinese, South African and 
Brazilian songs.õó ôIn the process of taking American groups around the world, we have had so many exchanges and 

collaborations, and weõve had a great number of groups that wanted to come to the States,õ Helms says. 
The Washington Post , Mark Jenkins, June 22, 2011 

 
 òNeeta Helms, president of Classical Movements, which works with major orchestras as well as tours by 

youth orchestras and choirs, says 2009 looks to be its busiest year ever. 
But Helms works hard for that business. The Wednesday flight from Barcelona to Lisbon had the most 

stringent bag restrictions yet, with hefty fines for those deemed too heavy. But the loaded-down musicians 
were allowed to board unimpeded. ôNeeta worked her magic,õ murmured one.ó 
Philadelphia Inquire r , David P. Stearns, 2009     

 
òIt is difficult to classify Blue Heart Tours (Classical Movements), a wholesaler that started with one 
destination and one itinerary but now offers programs in Europe, Africa, and Asia. If there are defining 
characteristics, they would be ability to keep prices low by watching costs and to provide value for clients.ó 

Travel Agent , December 18, 1995   

 


