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Why ltaly with Classical Movements

Classical Movements has been arranging tours to Italy since 1995 and each year arranges concert tours for many
prestigious ensembles to experience this fairytale land rich with history. With well over a decade of experience,
Classical Movements maintains a very close relationship with leading choirs, venues, orchestras and music organizations.
The charm of Italy is unlike anywhere else in the world. Its quaint villages will pique your desire for you to stay and
absorb more of the unique culture found only in Italy. Navigate your way through Roman ruins or climb the Tower of
Pisa. Sing a mass in Vatican City or and see Michelangelo’s masterpiece at the Sistine Chapel. Wherever you go and
whatever you do, you are bound to be fascinated. Just be sure to savor every moment, because this is truly a once in a
lifetime destination!

CULTURAL IMMERSION
Opportunities to collaborate with and meet Italian choirs and orchestras.

Experience workshops with Italian conductors to learn the unique style found only in this part of the world — or work on
perfecting an Italian aria!

Perform in and experience major cities, beautiful towns, and villages, from the quaint Umbria and Tuscany to the ever-
popular Rome, Florence and Venice.

Explore museums and festivals that celebrate the rich musical and artistic heritage of Italy.
To defray cost, home stays and hosting options with collaborating choirs and orchestras is a possibility.
Enjoy traditional Italian meals and don’t forget to save room for realout-of-this-world gelato!

AMAZING PERFORMANCES
Perform in some of the world’s most beautiful churches and cathedrals with amazing architecture and acoustics.

Be delighted by appreciative and enthusiastic audiences with a strong knowledge of and enthusiasm for classical music. It
is not uncommon for some audience members to bring their own scores and follow along!

Make connections with artists from around the world who share your same passion for music and the arts.

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

We have been planning tours to Italy since 1995 and have worked with many fine ensembles for their tours to Italy,
including the Yale Institute of Sacred Music with the Juilliard School, Morgan State University Choir, University of
Kentucky Women’s Choir, Children’s Chorus of Washington, 6 tours for Smith College, Yale Glee Club, Yale Symphony
Orchestra, Lexington Singers, Pacific BoyChoir, Choral Arts Society of Washington, and more than 30 other tours, to
just to name a few. We are constantly working on tours to Italy.

We have Italian speakers and musicians on the Classical Movements staff who will understand your group’s specific needs
and effectively communicate them to our Italian partners.

Classical Movements has many excellent contacts throughout Italy at prestigious festivals, conservatories, cathedrals,
concert halls, schools, choirs and orchestras.
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TESTIMONIAL S

Benjamin Sosland, Administrative Director [Julliard Historical Performance]

“In my opinion, our trip was a huge success. From a musical point of view, it was absolutely at the highest professional level.
Logistically, everything was as smooth as could be. The venues were great, the schedule worked well, Luigi was fantastic, etc. And
let’s face it, there are far worse places to be than Italy!”

Martin Jean, Director [Yale Institute of Sacred Music]
“We were delighted with everything. Arrangements, coaches, tours, accommodations, etc. It was a very successful tour. And of
course, we were delighted by the audiences. That's very important, as you know.”

Dr. Janet Galvan, Professor of Music [Ithaca College]

“The tour was wonderful. Classical Movements was constantly available from planning through the end of the tour to solve problems,
plan creatively, and answer questions. The musical venues were excellent. This is a most professional company with the expertise to
work with musicians. The people at Classical Movements understand that music is central to the tour, but they also arrange a great
balance of seeing the country and meeting the people of the country. They also understand the special needs of musicians and young
people. They handled all requests and problems with courtesy and ease. We would definitely tour with Classical Movements again.

| recommend this company with enthusiasm.”

Jonathan Hirsch, Music Director [Smith College Chamber Singers]

"Each month, | receive several phone calls and mailings from companies interested in organizing tours. My response to them is simple:
'We work with Classical Movements.' We work with Classical Movements because the staff is friendly and courteous, efficient and
utterly professional. They are responsible to our desires for our tours and do everything they can to see that the group has a positive
experience. We see no reason to look elsewhere if you are looking for the right company to handle your travel plans."

Catherine Doyle Wesolek, Founder & Artistic Director [Peninsula Girls Chorus]
"I thought this was an impeccably prepared tour and can't thank you all enough for that. You have a great staff, very responsive, very
patient, and very skilled. Thank you! | will look forward to another tour with Classical Movements."

Cora Hughes, Tour Planner [The Lexington Singers]

"Professional, personable and efficient are only a few words that can describe Classical Movements. | have had the opportunity to
personally work with this organization on tours throughout Austria, France and Italy. The venues chosen for performances were top
quality and world-renowned and this was a priority for our group, The Lexington Singers. Classical Movements definitely puts a lot of
'heart' into their work, and you will greatly benefit from their endeavors."

Pamela Mindell, Choral Director [Holy Cross College Choir]

“l cannot express to you our gratitude for a fantastic trip to Italy. Everything was handled so professionally during our entire stay.
Venues were beautiful and interesting, Publicity was wonderful, and audiences were so appreciative of our performances. The
students truly were blown away by the energy of the audiences and their enthusiastic responses, and it provided a great deal of
positive affirmation during Holy Cross' first international tour in sixteen years!... Singing in the Vatican was a powerful experience,
one that completely exceeded all of my expectations - a definite highlight of the trip!”

Catherine Glaser, Climie, Founder & Artistic Director [Cantaré Children’s Choir]
"Thank you so much for a magnificent tour. | know that the kids and | will never forget it all of our lives - this tour will be hard to
beat. It was a most moving and special tour for us.”
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PRESS

A Limited Selection

“Classical Movements founder Neeta Helms delivers musicians and singers all over the world with the precision of a Steinway
piano tuner.”
The Washington Post, Tom Heath, September 15, 2013

“Classical Movements is the go-to company for ensembles planning concert tours. The firm's who's-who list of clients includes
the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, Morgan State University Choir and National Symphony Orchestra, not to mention the
New York Philharmonic, Philadelphia Orchestra and Vienna Philharmonic.”

Baltimore Sun, Tim Smith, June 29, 2012

‘Choral music is becoming so international,” Helms says. ‘There was a time when it was all Handel, Bach, Mozart and such. But
now there are so many fantastic composers. And in the course of their tours, so many American groups have started learning
Maori, Chinese, South African and Brazilian songs.”

The Washington Post, Mark Jenkins, June 22, 201 |

“Neeta Helms, president of Classical Movements, which works with major orchestras as well as tours by youth orchestras and
choirs, says 2009 looks to be its busiest year ever.
Philadelphia Inquirer, David Patrick Stearns, February 6, 2009

“For comfort and safety a comprehensive tour package run by an experienced company such as [Classical Movements] is the
way to go.“
McCall’s, April 1998

“‘Can you afford to ignore the company that does the tour arrangements for some of Washington’s premier institutions?
‘The best tour agents in the world.” - Judy Brophy, Choral Arts Society of Washington.”
Galagram, Fall 1996

0 With almost a year of meticulous planning by the Choral Arts staff, Blue Heart Tours and Classical Movements Inc. it was
the society’s third overseas trip in three years. The Choral Arts Society toured Russian with the National Symphony Orchestra
and Rostropovich in October of 1993 and 10 weeks prior traveled through Italy with performances at the Vatican and Spoleto
Festival.

Peabody News, September/October 1996

“All the Excuses you have for not visiting- it is too far, too expensive, too complicated to arrange- are just excuses.”
Travel Holiday Magazine, 1995/1996



